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WE LOVE THE FOOTY!!!! 
 
Players working hard pre-season, developing their skills 
and teamwork. Coaches, managers and trainers bringing 
them together, planning for the journey every week. 
Family, friends and fans who love to watch, cheer and 
support you all season. 
 
Volunteers in goals holding flags, running water, serving 
in the canteen or cooking that much needed sausage 
sandwich you enjoy after the match.  
 
And it doesn’t just end after the siren.  
 
The club enjoyed success on field last season featuring in a 
number of junior Grand Finals plus players selected in 
representative teams, Hunter and Swans Academy squads.  
 
It hosted a number of events including a trivia night, movies 
under the stars and taking a bus to Sydney to watch an AFL 
match featuring the GWS Giants and Gold Coast Suns. 
 
Along with club sponsors McDonalds volunteers helped raise 
money for charity (McHappy Day).  
 
These are just a few examples of the great work done on and off 
the field by the Maitland Saints. 
 
This season with the support of the club I have created a weekly 
publication titled Inside 50 to help bring together a collection of 
photos and news from the juniors and seniors. I am especially 
keen to learn more on the history of the club. 
 
If your involved in AusKick through to the Black Diamond 
Cup competitions we look forward to seeing you in these pages 
throughout the season. 
 
Hopefully you enjoy reading Inside 50 and we encourage you to 
pass it along to your friends to help promote AFL in our region 
and especially the opportunities available in supporting or 
playing football with the Maitland Saints.  

 
All the best in 2019. 
 

Cheers, 

Grant Power 
EDITOR 

EDITORIAL 
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SEASON 2019 TRIAL MATCHES (16/03/2019) 

On a wet afternoon the teams, volunteers and 
supporters battled difficult conditions as both 
clubs fine tuned their squads for the long season 
ahead. 
 
Coaches Report:  
Ben Stewart and Dustin Spriggs 
 
Cessnock's St Phillips Christian College greeted us with 
constant rain that didn't entirely suit the game style we 
had been training the last 4 months but we stuck our 
heads down and ripped in nonetheless. 
 
Our senior squad went down by 30 points against a 
Rams side that was extremely accurate in front of goals. 
We can take confidence that we were very competitive 
against a side moving up to Sydney's premier division 
this season! 

Our new look midfield lead by experienced recruit 
Steve Doran was solid and improved throughout the 
day to show they will be a force this season as they gel 
together. 
 
Contested ball stats were good and seeing handballs 
"out the back" and "out wide" to a teammate was 
pleasing as they are invaluable in the midfield to give us 
time and space, while we will continue to work on our 
spread from the contest at training. 
 
Was great to watch when our backline ran the ball out 
of defence with link up handballs and hitting targets, 
dropping back to outnumber the opposition will allow 
us to do this more often and freely.  
 
Col Carroll was a standout down back with his 
ferocious attack on the ball. 

Saints travel to Cessnock for trial 
matches against the Penrith Rams 
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Emerging prospect Jai Rory was lively in front of goal 
and did well snagging 2 goals in tough conditions, a 
brilliant roving goal at full speed which included 
stepping players and finishing with a banana was a 
game highlight. 
 
Rookie Aiden Fitzgerald was again strong up forward 
and showed he will be a threat to oppositions this year 
with his contested marking, while new recruit Jason 
Kennewell also impressed at half forward. 
 
Looking ahead we will continue to anticipate the ball 
with plenty of leads and not wait for it to come to us 
across our half forward line. 
 
We will look forward to the injection of some senior 
players and the voice they bring but we need everyone 
to lift in the area of off the ball talk. 
 
Best: 
S.Doran, A.Fitzgerald, C.Carroll, P.Mcmahon, 

J.Kennewell, J.Rory. 
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SEASON 2019 TRIAL MATCHES (16/03/2019) 
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Round One (30.03.19) 
 

Saints season kicks off at the new Central 
Coast Regional Sporting Complex on March 
30th taking on Newcastle City in both men’s 

(630pm) and women’s (5pm). 



8 

The club has a number of places still available in its 

Under 17s team for Season 2019. 

 

Contact Chris Challen  - 0400212391 or email 

juniorsecretary2018@gmail.com 


